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Rep. Ohnstad Testifies in Support of Good Samaritan Bill 
Senate Bill 230 would protect individuals who rescue children, pets from being locked in hot cars 

 

MADISON – Rep. Tod Ohnstad (D-Kenosha) testified today in favor of Senate Bill 230, a bill he 

co-authored with Senator Bob Wirch (D-Somers) and Representative Samantha Kerkman (R-

Salem).  SB 230 would protect individuals who rescue vulnerable individuals and pets from 

being locked in dangerously hot cars. 

 

In his testimony, Rep. Ohnstad explained how dangerous it can be for an individual to be left in 

a hot car, particularly if a child is strapped into a carseat or unable to open a car on their own.  

According to Ready Wisconsin, the temperature inside a car even with the windows cracked a 

little can reach 100 degrees in less than ten minutes on an 80 degree day.  

 

In 2013, 44 children died of heatstroke in cars. In 2014, 32 children died for the same reason.  

Already this year, 13 children across the country have died from heatstroke due to being left in 

a car which became too hot.  

 

“Senate Bill 230 would make clear a Good Samaritan who steps in to rescue a vulnerable 

individual or pet from a dangerously hot car need not risk civil liability for acting courageously,” 

said Rep. Ohnstad.  “It is common sense, yet necessary legislation.  The scary thing about the 

danger of hots car is forgetting to get everyone out of the car can happen to anyone.  All it 

takes is one time being forgetful or a device malfunctioning.  This bill will help ensure it doesn’t 

happen here in Wisconsin.” 

 

Senate Bill 230 was introduced at the suggestion of the Kenosha City Council, which passed a 

resolution unanimously to help address the danger of hot cars.  Rep. Ohnstad was pleased to be 

joined by Kenosha Alder Rocco LaMacchia, who traveled to Madison to testify in support of the 

bill. 

 

Rep. Ohnstad serves as ranking member on the Assembly Committee on Jobs and Economy, as 

well as serving on the Assembly Committee on Labor, Assembly Committee on Ways and 

Means, Assembly Committee on Tourism, and Assembly Committee on State Affairs and 

Government Operations.  
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