
 
 
For Immediate Release     For More Information, Contact: 
October 14, 2015      Sen. Nikiya Harris Dodd, 608-266-2500 

Rep. Gordon Hintz, 608-266-2254 
Rep. Chris Taylor, 608-266-5342 

        Rep. Dana Wachs, 608-266-7461 
 

Legislators Call for Reinstatement of 48 Hour Waiting Period 
 

MADISON – Earlier today, Sen. Nikiya Harris Dodd (D-Milwaukee), Rep. Gordon Hintz (D-
Oshkosh), Rep. Chris Taylor (D-Madison), and Rep. Dana Wachs (D-Eau Claire) held a press 
conference calling for the reinstatement of the 48 hour waiting period. Additionally, they were 
joined by two community members who shared their personal experience of family members’ 
tragic deaths that were directly affected by this law. 
 
“This bill is one small step in a larger effort to try to curb gun violence in our communities,” 
stated Sen. Harris Dodd. “The 48 hour waiting period is a proven method to reduce impulsive 
actions by those who are looking to harm themselves or others.” 
 
“For those considering an impulsive violent act, handguns have the deadly appeal of being both 
highly lethal and accessible,” said Rep. Gordon Hintz. “Contrary to popular belief, suicides most 
often take place in a relatively brief time frame of intensified vulnerability. For someone 
considering hurting themselves or others, the 48 hour waiting period provides a time to ‘cool off’ 
and reconsider.” 
 
“Reinstating the 48 hour waiting period for handgun purchases is a common sense solution to 
combatting impulsive, preventable violence,” said Rep. Taylor. “Just as Governor Lucey said 
nearly 40 years ago, this bill is about preventing crimes committed in a moment of passion or fit 
of rage. This is a real issue, affecting real Wisconsin families, as we heard earlier today from two 
families who lost their loved ones far too soon.” 
 
“For almost 40 years Wisconsin had this simple, common sense restriction in place, and with no 
justification, it was lifted, said Rep. Wachs. “We need to reinstate the 48 hour waiting period.” 
 
The 48 hour waiting period for handgun purchases was repealed in June 2015.  
 
September was National Suicide Prevention Month and October is Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month. 
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