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Rep. Thiesfeldt Disappointed in Revised Senate Accountability Bill 
Assembly Education Chairman says the Senate version will not pass in his committee 

 
Madison, WI –Today, Representative Jeremy Thiesfeldt (R-Fond du Lac), chair of the 

Assembly Committee on Education, commented on the redrafted Senate accountability bill 

(Senate Substitute Amendment 1 of Senate Bill 1).  The state Senate released the amendment 

earlier today and has scheduled to vote on it Thursday in the Senate Committee on Education 

Reform & Government Operations.     

 

“This Senate bill has no chance of passing the Assembly Education Committee.  Not only 

does this bill do little to help failing or struggling schools but it actually removes requirements 

to help them improve.  Furthermore, this bill does not address standardized testing, 

educational standards, waivers for small schools, and provides no prescription of the 

Superintendent of Public Instruction’s job duties. We ultimately have a status quo bill with 

accountability in name only.”  

 

The Senate’s new accountability bill scales back current accountability law for low 

performing school districts and schools (chapter 118.42 of the state statutes) by eliminating 

any direct action on specific schools and focusing only on districts.  It also applies only to 

districts in the lowest performance category of district report cards.  Under current report 

cards, only Milwaukee Public School District would qualify, and under the substitute 

amendment the State Superintendent maintains the discretion to choose to do nothing.  With 

this change, statutory interventions no longer would exist to provide support and improve 

performance for struggling schools that are not in a low-performing district.    

 

“The Assembly has worked hard to keep lines of communication open in our efforts to have a 

real accountability bill.  The Assembly’s position is to provide reforms so that struggling 

schools receive additional financial support and are required to make meaningful changes. We 

are addressing the differences of testing between public and private schools, and creating a 

report card that considers student growth and economic status. Finally, we have focused on 

holding choice schools accountable as equally as possible to other schools. The substitute 

amendment that the Senate has proposed unfortunately does not include any of these 

important items.” 

 

# # # 


