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Save the Wisconsin Idea submits thousands of pages of comments  
opposing UW System cuts and changes 

Massive opposition shown for plan to slash UW System 
  
REEDSBURG– Save the Wisconsin Idea submitted more than 12,000 pages of petition signatures and personal 
stories from thousands of individuals, in opposition to the proposed budget cuts and public authority plan for 
the University of Wisconsin System, at today’s Joint Finance Committee hearing in Reedsburg. 
  
“Today, members of the Joint Finance Committee are hearing the stories of thousands of Wisconsin residents 
and alumni who are opposed to the massive budget cuts and unnecessary public authority,” said Associate Prof. 
Kelly Wilz, UW-Marshfield/Wood County, who is serving as volunteer Chairperson of Save The Wisconsin Idea. 
“Since the budget was introduced, Wisconsin residents from all across Wisconsin have made it clear that these 
changes to the UW System are unacceptable. Our legislators should listen to their constituents and remove the 
budget cuts and public authority from the budget.” 
  
Opposition to budget cuts for K-12 public education and the University of Wisconsin System have dominated all 
of the Joint Finance Committee public hearings. School superintendents and principals, parents, students, UW 
faculty & staff, alumni, business owners, and concerned residents have all spoke in opposition to the budget. 
 
“I attended UW institutions in Stevens Point, Milwaukee and Wausau, and my wife attended Whitewater and 
graduated from Point,” said John Young, a Reedsburg Republican who works in the tourism industry. “Our three 
children in Reedsburg public schools are depending upon accessible, affordable, and high-quality options like we 
had. A UW education helped make our family strong, and gave us the foundation for my wife to own and 
operate a successful small business. This budget would take the UW System in the wrong direction.” 
  
“I urge the Legislature to oppose cuts to the UW System,” said UW-La Crosse junior Rebecca Stuck. “Budget cuts 
will have a ripple effect on our families and through our communities. Each cut means fewer available classes for 
students, more time needed to graduate, and students graduating with more debt. We are driving away good 
faculty, forcing students to look at out-of-state schools, and causing graduates to move elsewhere for jobs. 
These cuts are bad for students and are wrong for Wisconsin.” 
 
“The UW Colleges are a high-yield investment for Wisconsin providing access for students who would otherwise 
not find it practical to pursue a college degree,” said Graham Pearce, UW-Marshfield/Wood County student and 
President of the Student Governance Council, representing students at all 13 two-year UW Colleges. “A local, 
affordable campus with small class sizes, support services and a good class selection is critical to the 
effectiveness of UW Colleges. The proposed cuts to the UW System budget will seriously impair the UW Colleges 
in continuing this mission and take away student dreams of pursing a college degree, the jobs that degree will 
bring, and a strong financial future.” 
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