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Rep. Neylon on the Economic Potential of UAS in Wisconsin 

  
Madison – State Representative Adam Neylon (R-Pewaukee), the Chairman of the Assembly 
Committee on Jobs and the Economy, held an Informational Hearing on the topic of unmanned 
aircraft systems (UAS), or unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV), yesterday at the State Capitol. The 
committee heard from a number of experts in the UAV industry during the three-hour public 
hearing. 
 
Last month, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) promulgated rules to regulate the usage 
of small UAS for commercial purposes. The FAA is currently accepting comments from the public 
as part of their UAS Notice of Proposed Rulemaking.  
 
Regarding the Economic Potential of UAS in Wisconsin, Rep. Neylon released the following 
statement:  
  
“I believe the public hearing we held on UAS was extremely informative regarding the economic 
potential the UAV industry has in Wisconsin. We are very fortunate to have had such an 
experienced group of professionals in the industry right here in Wisconsin. They did a great job 
educating our committee on the UAS industry and outlining some regulatory challenges. 
 
“Many companies utilizing UAS technology can’t earn money from it because federal regulations 
make it impossible. While other states are fearful of UAS, imagine if Wisconsin embraced the 
economic potential by establishing smart regulations that protect public safety and privacy. We 
could lead the nation in an industry experiencing an annual growth rate of 35%. Wisconsin could 
create thousands of new jobs in a wide-range of sectors like mapping, agriculture, insurance, 
media, surveillance others. 
 
“Industry experts predict private-sector drones will create more than 70,000 jobs in the U.S. 
within the next few years.  Commercialization of UAS will pump more than $80 billion into the 
economy by 2025. We can position Wisconsin as a global leader by embracing UAS while still 
protecting public safety and privacy.” 

mailto:Rep.Neylon@legis.wi.gov

