
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

News Release 
 

Amish Family with Very Young Children Facing  

Wintertime Eviction (Placard) from Home by County 
Eau Claire County Judge Could Stay (Postpone) Order 

Press conference and prayer vigil to be held Monday March 2
nd

 at 8:15 a.m. 

 
 

February 27, 2015 
 

EAU CLAIRE, WI—Unless the order is stayed (temporarily stopped) by Circuit Court Judge 

Kristina Bourget, Eau Claire County will placard-evict an Amish family with four young 

children from their home sometime on or after Monday, March 2
nd

. The rural home is occupied 

by Amos and Vera Borntreger who have four children under the age of six. Their youngest child 

is six months old. This means the Sheriff will put them out of their home, post a placard, and 

padlock the doors. Like many other Amish, the family is charged with two Uniform Building 

Code (UDC) violations: “Fail to obtain building permit” and “No sanitary permit.”
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 Their home 

is located on E25069 Stagecoach Road, Fairchild, WI  54741. 
 

To bring awareness to the plight of the Amish, the Eau Claire Chapter of National Committee for 

Amish Religious Freedom is hosting a press conference and prayer vigil:  

 Day/Time: Monday, March 2, 2015 at 8:15 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. 

 Location: Sidewalk near the entrance of the County Courthouse (721 Oxford Ave, Eau 

Claire, WI 54703). 

 Purpose: Prayer and opportunities for a few “English” members of the community to share 

with the media their observations of how repeated inspections, court appearances, large fines, 

and actual placarding-eviction are impacting their Amish friends and neighbors. 
 

On Feb. 3, the Eau Claire Leader-Telegram reported the county requested a fine of $42,700 and 

began efforts to placard the occupied Borntreger family’s home.
2
 The Borntregers are family 

farmers of modest means and members of the more traditional Old Order Amish faith 

community. Their parents, grandparents, and Amish community have been building homes in 

Eau Claire County since the 1970s, but they are unable to comply with the new UDC. 
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 Eau Claire County vs. Amos and Vera Borntreger, Clemens M. and Mattie J. Borntreger—Case Number 

2013CX000003 (Branch 1, Judge Kristina M. Bourget); Prosecuting Attorney, Eau Claire County Corporation 

Counsel: Heather Wolske; Defense Attorney for the Amish: Matthew Krische; related cases: 2013CX000004, 

2013CX000005, 2013CX000006. 
2
 “Under protest, Amish sign building permits,” 2/3/2015, page 1A, by Chuck Rupnow, Leader-Telegram 



The Borntreger court case is one of many UDC cases involving more than 13 Amish families and 

resulting in six-figure fines and dozens of court dates since 2005. Last summer, the assistant 

county attorney argued in a court brief that the Amish defendants face forfeitures of up to 

$309,500.
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The Amish object to the new UDC requirements, adopted by Eau Claire County, that require 

modern technology such as smoke alarms—a modern convenience expressly prohibited by their 

religion. The Amish claim that signing the permit violates their religious beliefs because the 

form states they would be “subject to” the new UDC regulations that require modern electricity 

and plumbing.   
 

Because their community is growing, new young couples need to build their own homes. 

Because the new UDC code requires things they cannot do the Amish feel they cannot sign the 

document in good conscience without being dishonest, which cuts to the very core of their strict 

ethical practices.  Thus, families have been subject to repeated inspections, court appearances, 

large fines, the need to hire legal counsel, and actual placarding-eviction from their homes. Some 

families have signed the permits by writing “under protest” next to their signature. 
 

The Amish began settling in Wisconsin in 1909. The Old Order Amish began settling in Eau 

Claire County in 1975.  Today there are eight Amish districts (each with approximately 25 

families), with  a strict religious belief against the use of modern conveniences such as smoke 

alarms. Because they have no electrical wires or furnaces, do not smoke or use alcohol, they 

have an impeccable safety record with no loss of life or injuries due to a residential house fire. 
 

For years, Donna Douglas has been a driver for several Amish families, and has attended many 

court dates with the Amish. “The Amish community is extremely anxious about huge County 

fines, dozens and dozens of court dates, and the possibility of being placard-evicted and put out 

of their homes by the Sheriff. Each court date is really hard because it requires hiring a driver for 

a 45-minute trip into the city. A day could come when there are no more Amish in our county 

because they are beginning to wonder if it would be better to move to another state.”   
 

Donna added, “It’s really ironic that the safest and healthiest population in our state is being 

treated this way. There have been no fatalities or injuries due to an Amish residential fire in the 

history of Eau Claire County, and we think the state also.” Donna noted, “Although the Amish 

heat with wood, they have no other risk factors that commonly lead to residential fire fatalities: 

electrical wires and furnaces, tobacco and alcohol use.” 
 

David Mortimer, MDiv, who testified as an expert witness in one of the local Amish trials last 

summer, commented, “The Uniform Dwelling Code reflects the values of the Wisconsin 

Builders Association, its political action committee, and lobbyists. It does not reflect the values 

of the Amish, nor does it reflect the values of a lot of people in our county when it forces Amish 

families to use modern technology, and threatens them with six-figure fines and placard-eviction 

from their own homes.” Mortimer studied Amish and other religious communitarianism in 

seminary and is a member of the National Committee for Amish Religious Freedom. 
 

 

 

---end-- 
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 “Judge: Building, sanitary permits not burden for Amish,” 8/19/2014 by Chuck Rupnow, Leader-Telegram 



 

Interview Opportunities on March 2, 2015 at 8:15 a.m. to 8:45 a.m. outside the entrance of the 

County Courthouse, 721 Oxford Ave, Eau Claire, WI 54703: 

 David Mortimer: (217) 381-5483 (cell); dpmortimer@gmail.com  

 Donna Douglas, driver for and personal friend of many Amish families (715) 505-1909; 

ddouglas4949@yahoo.com  

 Elected Officials and members of the community 

 

A Note to the Press on Photos/Video: Photographs and video footage and recorded audio of the 

Amish are usually not permitted (due to their religious beliefs). It’s always best to ask an Amish 

person first, and they will nearly always respectfully decline.  
 

 

 

 

In other related developments:  
 

1. Five new Amish cases may be filed in Eau Claire County Circuit Court in 2015.  

2. The County Board increased the Corporation Counsel 2015 personnel budget in the Priority 4 

Building-Zoning and Health Codes category by 26%.  This increase was due to “increased 

caseloads” (i.e. new Amish cases from UDC enforcement).  This will allow more attorney 

time to prosecute Amish cases in 2015, all paid through a property tax levy.
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3. Wisconsin Public Radio audio from Rich Kremer’s “The West Side,” on the Amish cases, is 

available at http://www.wpr.org/programs/archives/the-west-side-with-rich-kremer  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The National Committee for Amish Religious Freedom was founded in 1967 at the University of 

Chicago for the purpose of preserving the religious liberty of the Old Order Amish (and related 

Anabaptist groups, including Mennonites). The Amish are frequently threatened by laws and regulations 

made for modern industrialized society—laws which could destroy the Amish religious community. The 

Committee has supported the Amish and assisted with legal cases and seeks to make the United States a 

land where all religions are free—including the Amish—to practice their religious way of life as long as 

they pose no grave dangers to themselves or others. The Committee is made up of professors, lawyers, 

clergy, historians, theologians and citizens from many religious faiths, all non-Amish, whose only interest 

is humanitarian.  

 

National Committee for Amish Religious Freedom 
15343 Susanna Circle, Livonia, MI 48154; Phone (734) 464-3908 

National Chair: Rev. William C. Lindholm    wm.lindholm@ameritech.net 

Eau Claire Chapter Facebook Page: “Stand With Eau Claire County Amish Families” 
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 See pages 91, 92 and 94 of Eau Claire County 2015 Proposed Budget (which was approved): http://www.co.eau-

claire.wi.us/home/showdocument?id=2904  
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