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Wirch Calls on Republican Leadership to Pass CBD Bill 
New Research Shows Great Potential for the Treatment, Feds Ease Requirements for Trials 

 

Madison- Senator Bob Wirch (D-Somers) is again putting pressure on Senator Van Wanggaard (R-Racine) and 

Republican leadership in the State Legislature to act on legislation that would ease the way for children with 

seizure disorders to receive a new treatment in the state. 

 

“We need to act now.  These kids have waited too long as it is.  We have new studies showing that this 

treatment works.  Federal regulators have loosened their standards to allow for more studies.  Time is running 

out on this session.  The Republican leadership should stop dragging its feet and act on this life-saving bill,” 

Wirch said. 

 

Senate Bill 221 is a trailer bill to last session’s “Lydia’s Law”, named in honor of the late Lydia Schaeffer of 

Burlington, who passed away at the age of 7 after a long battle with epilepsy and other medical conditions.  

Lydia’s Law was meant to open the door for children with seizure disorders to be treated with cannabidiol 

(CBD) oil, a THC extract without any of the psychoactive properties.  Lydia’s Law passed the Legislature with 

bipartisan support, but because the oil was illegal under federal law, doctors needed an FDA waiver to prescribe 

it, and no Wisconsin doctors were willing to seek that waiver.  SB221 would make CBD oil available without a 

prescription.   

 

“I’ve talked numerous times to Sally Schaeffer and other parents out there whose children are suffering; we 

heard their heart wrenching testimony at the hearing.  They are desperate for help here in Wisconsin.  They 

don’t want to have to uproot their families and move to Colorado or some other state where they can legally get 

this treatment.  Before long, the Legislature is going to adjourn until next year.  This bill has bipartisan support.  

Republicans need to deal with whatever is holding this bill up so we can get it passed and signed this session,” 

stated Wirch. 

 

In December, the United States Drug Enforcement Agency announced that it had eased some of the regulatory 

requirements imposed by the Controlled Substances Act for those conducting FDA-approved clinical trials on 

CBD oil, streamlining the research process regarding its medicinal value.  That same month, a new study 

involving 11 epilepsy centers in the U.S. showed that CBD oil reduces seizures in children and young adults 

with epilepsy that have not found relief from other forms of treatment.  Senate Bill 221 has been referred to the 

Senate Committee on Judiciary and Public Safety, chaired by Senator Wanggaard. It received a public hearing 

in November and today was passed by the committee, 4-0. 
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